
LOOP Leader Study Guide
WE LOVE YOU - WEEK 6
Pastor Tim Chambers

Key idea: If you love your enemies, 
you will discover that at the very root of 
love is the power of redemption.

Discussion Questions:

1. In week 6 of the We Love You series Pastor Tim called on us to examine ourselves as we move to 
follow God’s commandment that we love Him and love our neighbors with the same intensity as 
we love Him.  Pastor Tim said this passage in Mark chapter 12 is our pledge of allegiance.  Read 
Mark 12: 29-31.  Remember it’s not one or the other.  It’s both. Exactly how does loving God lead 
naturally to loving your neighbor? (Obedience to God is the why of why we should love our 
neighbor)

2. The story of the Good Samaritan illustrates how we should love our neighbor.  In the story the 
setting is the dangerous road from Jerusalem to Jericho, a highway notorious for bandits.  This 
difficult road was known as the “Way of Blood”.  Plus traveling from the high ground of Jerusalem 
to the sub sea level city of Jericho signified moving from the temple of God back down to the 
world.  Read Luke 10:30-37.  Samaritans and Jews had a deep seeded hatred of each other.  
Why is it important to the “love your neighbor” message that Jesus had a Samaritan as the one 
who truly lived the ideal of Love Your Neighbor?  

3. Jesus’ message of loving even your enemies is revolutionary. Read Matthew 5:43-48.  How does 
loving your enemies show who the true followers of Jesus are?  It’s not easy.  But Jesus tells us 
that this is absolutely necessary for those who choose to follow Him.  Pastor Tim said it’s time we 
started practicing the separation of church and hate.  Sadly many think Christianity of not a 
religion of loving our enemies.  They view us as haters.  Why is this often the case?  

4. Pastor Tim laid out five ways we can move toward loving our enemies.
1) Start by looking at yourself.  Not everyone likes us.  And not because of something we’ve 

done.  It could be as simple as the way you walk or talk or something deeper like the color 
of your skin.  Pastor Tim called on us to examine our insides.  If we are right on the inside, 
nothing on the outside can trigger us.  Read and discuss how these scriptures help God to 
change us within. Psalm 139:23-24; Proverbs 10:18-21; Psalm 19:14.  

2) Discover the portion of good in your enemy.  At first we may say there is nothing good 
in that person.  Pastor Tim advised us that very time we begin to feel hate when thinking of 
this enemy, we stop and start looking for some good.  Have you ever tried this?  What 
happened?  Please share.  

3) Resist the urge to crush your enemy.  An opportunity may arise when you could destroy 
your enemy.  Why is it important as a Christian not to take advantage of this chance for 
payback?  (include Romans 12:17-21 in your discussion or as a summary statement at the 

Key scriptures: Mark 12:29-31; Luke 
10: 30-37; Matthew 5:43-48;  Psalm 
139:23-24; Proverbs 10:18-21; Psalm 19:14; 
Romans 12:17-21; Romans 5:8



end of it  Another key point paybacks seem fair and justified.  But Pastor Tim said that God 
requires far more of us than to merely be fair)

4) The power of love is redemptive.  React to this statement: If you hate your enemies, you 
have no way to redeem and to transform them.  But if  you love your enemies, you will 
discover that at the very root of love is the power of redemption.  

Pastor Tim gave us several practical Faith-filled Steps to help us love our enemies.  Read through 
them and discuss as needed.

• If I make a mistake, I want you to help me, not get back at me. If I fail, that's when I need you 
to do better, not worse.


• If you wrong me, I will let you know that there is a problem. Then I will work with you in solving 
the problem in a way that treats you better than you treated me.


• I will give back more than I am given.

• I have the power to alter the situation ( Proverbs 15:1 ). I can do or say something that may 

end the gridlock in the relationship.

• The mature person in the relationship must always ask, "How can I turn this around? How can 

I help? What does this person need? What could get him or her to a better place?"

• I need to get past my own immediate needs. As Jesus said, "I must be willing to lose my life 

in order to gain it" (Matthew 16:25 ). I am making a serious mistake and I will only damage my 
relationships if I demand "life" at the outset of any situation. "The high road that leads to a 
payoff is always the one that begins with the sacrifice of setting one's own needs aside. That 
may not be fair, but it's true" (p. 93).


• I can either come down to a person's level and repay evil with evil or I can attempt to bring 
them up to my level by repaying evil with good.


• I am not perfect myself so I must get over and beyond what others have done to me - what 
really matters is what I have done to God. I need to be far more preoccupied with my own 
sins than the sins of others.


As we move toward loving our neighbors and ultimately loving our enemies, it’s always good to recall 
where we came from before we became a believer in Christ Jesus.  Read Romans 5:8.  

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Proverbs%2015.1
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